j 


14 


he Athenian Mercury. 


FQUuMDd, io, 


Friday, March 4. 1692. 


Que. 1. FP Fetomng weighed a Body in one Li- 

a quor, to find the weight of it in 

another, the abfolute gravity of 

the Bods, and fpectfick gravities of the two Liquors, 
being given. ; 

Av fir. Suppofe a Cube of Water whofe Side is one 
Inch and halt,and whofe weight is twoOunces;fuppofe 

Cube of Lignum Vite, whofe Side is one Inch and 
a alf,and whofe weight is three Ounces ; fuppofe alfo 
that thisWood Cube weighs one Ounce in that Water: 
Suppofe again other Water itrengthned by Salt,fo thata 
Cube of it whofe Side is one Inch and half, weighs 
two Ounces and half; the Queftion what is the 
weight of the firit Wooden Cube in the laft Warer : 
An{wer, the eighth or tenth part of an Ounce. 

Quett. 2. Your Opinion of the Bock, Intituled, 
The Frauds of Romifh Monks and Priefts, there being 
fo many ridiculous and foolsfa things charged upon 
them. 

Anji. If the molt ridiculous Paffages are true, ’tis 
very probable the leait may ; but we are fatisfied by 
other credible hands, befides the Author, that the 
Story of Hagar, and the Monks Preaching fo merrily 
upon Kalter deys, are, (though the moft {ufpicious ) 
very certain Truths, the laft taking his Origine from 
a falfe Interpretation of thofe words in the Pfalmitt, 
This # the day of the Lord, we will rejoice and be 
glad init. Becaufe every Perfon hath not read the 
Book, we will here give the Relation; Being once on 
an Eafter-day in Bononia, 1 went to St. Peter's 
Church, the Preacher was one of the Fathers Soccc- 
dauti ; after he had ridicul’d other Texts he quoted 


Jam fole, after Sun-rifing ; he oppofed to this Fn 
21.1. Trey came very early before it was yet light: 


To reconcile which, he faid, Thar, for his part, he 
believed that tie Maries did not rife tall long after the 
Sun was rifen, and indeed tsil it was near Noon, for 
we fee, (fayshe ) that thes goes for very early rifing 
with our Italian Ladies, who do not come to Ma/s on 
Sundays tillit be kalf an hour after Eleven or Tweive 
of the Clock ; and hereupon he began in aComical man- 
ner to reprefent a Woman waking out of her fleep, 
the time fhe takes to rub her Eyes, to ftretch her 
Arms, and an hundred other impertinent Follies, 
which put all the Church into a loud Laughter. Then 
he proceeded and faid, That indeed tie Maries were 
rifen very earlyin the Morning, but that they needed 
fo much time to drefs and trick up themfelves, that it 
was very late before they could get out of Doors, 
which was the reafon they could not reach the Sepul- 
cher till after the Sun was rifen, Orto sam fole : 
Here he reprefented Women dreaing themfelves, the 
time they {pend in drefling ther Head, laying on of 
Paint, fixing their Patches, and making an hundred 
Faces before the Looking-Glatles, and expveit all thefe 
Particulars admirably well with his mumnical Gettures; 
this curious Thought he mmediately back’d with an- 
other, I cry Mc rcy, faid he, the Maries were not {uch 
vain Wemen as U have been jujt now aeferibing, but 
they were Goffipping Houfewifes, they roje ana went 
abroad indeed betimes in the Morning, but before 
they could cake their leaves of therr Neighbours, much 


é Uiseiet ite 
ime tris jpent fo that tncy could not come to the Se- 
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puichir till st was toolate. Orto jam joie, me en- 
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larged himfelf upon the Tattling and Goijipping Dif- 


courfe of Women, and mentioned fuch ridiculous {tuff 
ainongit it, that the Cardinal Archbifhop who was 
there burit out into a Lavghter.- ~ Their Procef- 
fons are not icfs ridiculouily Wicked; the Anthor 
Quotes many Initances on this Subject, as well as 
Jeveral other Writers, particularly Monj cur MufJon 
In hig Voyage into ira.x, has an odd Defcription of a 


— 


Company of Beggars, who reprefented the Hiftory of 
our Saviour’s Temptation. ’Tis too long to infert 
here, fo that we refer the Inquilitive to P. go. Tom. 1. 
of the fame Voyage. 

Queit. 3. Wat was the Thule of the Ancients ? 

Anfw. Bothour Ancient and Modern Geographical 
Hittorians have difagreed upon this Poins, to that it 
would be a great Folly for us to pretend a decifion Oi 
the Queition; indeed a late Author has offered ta 
determine the Cafe, but he has been pleas’d to keep 
his Reafons to himfelf : the Phenicians, to obfcure their 
Difcoveries in this Ifland, gave out it was a Land of 
Darknefs. However we will tell you what has been 
writ of it, and leave it to the Querift’s Judgment to 
decide as he thinks fit; Ovtel/sus fuppofes it to be 
a part of Norway call’d Tilemark , Cambden thinks it 
is the Scheland Iflanas in the Ca/edonian Ocean, now 
call‘d Thylaufel, others fuppofe it to be Iceland. Rud. 
bechius Olavius {peaks of the Voyages of the Tyrzans 
in the Ifland of Thule, asilit wereoa@eed/and.  Anto- 
nius Diegenes compoled Twenty four Books of this 
Tiland, relating in them many /trange and incredible 
things, ja litile after the death of Alexander the 
Great ; which according to P/orzu; he boafted to have 
read amongit the ruin‘'d Monuments of Cyprus. The 
Learned Dane, Jfaccius Poncanus, believes it to be the 
‘Tyiexfes, and he backs his Opinion with the authority 
of many Greek and Latin Authors, as from the Hi- 
{tory of Adam de Breme, Written in Anno 1067, of 
Saxen the Grammarian, and of Andrew Velle:us. But 
Arngrimus Fonds, who was well skilld in the Colle- 
ction of Iflands gives it to his Country ; for innumer- 
able more fuch Opinions, fee Chrymogea feu rerum 
Tjlandicarum libra tres. Hamburg 1630. In quarto, 
and Specimen Ilandie Hyftoricum, GS magna ex 


parte Chorographinm, at Amfterdam, 1643. In 


quarto. dnarome Biefkeniana. Hamburg, 1618. In 
quarto. 

ueft. 4. Wat % your Opinion of that farmous 
Pafjage inJofephusin the 4th Chap. of the 18th Book 

of bw Antiquities that relates to Fefus Chrift, Ge. 
Anfw. We have reafon to doubt that the Author of 
this Query is rather a Dei/? than a Chriftian : By the 
word QOpsnion is cunningly infinuated a Dilemna, viz. 
either the Paffage is true or falfe, f true, why fo 
many good Teftimonies again{t it as we meet with of 
Jate ¢ af falfe, why is it brought to prove there was 
fuch a Perfon as our Saviour, who liv‘d at fucl a time, 
work‘d Miracles, was Crucify'd, &c. We would nor 
have medled with this paflage in Fofep/us, had not a 
late Author determin‘d it falfe, perhaps to the preju- 
dice of fome weak inquifitive Chriftians. But this 
Author, who by the by muit be very narrow fighted, 
or fee chat an Ingagement in this Queition would be 
but little Service to any Perfons but {uch as lay hold of 
every opportunity, that may Scandalize Chriftianity ; 
but we have to tell that Author, and all others chac 
are inquifjtive about the Truth of Chriftianity, that 
we may fafely grant that Paflage to be fictitious; fince 
we have enough more to our purpofe, from the Te- 
ftimony of the greateft Enemies of Chriftianity, as 
Celfus, Fuizan, Apolloneus, Thyaneu, African, Lucian, 
Porphius, and Pilate himfelt who Crucified him fent 
to Tiberius a full Account of our Saviour and his Mi- 
racles, which were Regiltred in the publick Annals ar 
Rome, whence we tind the Primitive Fathers, as Ter- 
tullian, Apol. Chap. 21. and fuftin Martyr, in fecond 
Apology, refer fo often to the Records in the Ri giftry 
for au Evidence cf the Origine and Truth of the Chri- 
{tian Religion; but we havea Cloud of Witneffes tc 
confirm what Fo/ephus‘s paflage fails to do with fome 
Perfons, as Paul Horatius, Lxtropius, Pliny, Sueto- 
22345, Dion, Tr dhgieg bss, Coreizus. Tacitus, ME lus, 
- Lampridius, 
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Lamp liius, Sasurninut, Be. all. which fufficiently 
Evidence the matter of Fact, if Fofephus had never 
been. 

Queft. 5. Gentlemen, Idefire jou would Anjarer 
the foilotping Quejiton im your next Mercury af poffi- 
bic, becarfe there & a Wezer depends upon the An- 
fiver, and “1 te be decided by yiu 5 the Queftion 15 
the, vty. Whar Land is that now- that is called the 

‘Land of Ux, and ia what Year Fob lived in ? 
Arfiv. Ux or Anz, was named from UZ the eldelt 
Son of Abraham's Brothers Son Buz, and unto this 
Anz or Ux Abvabam fent the Sons of his Wife Ke- 
tura from whom Fol: defcended. —mme Elihu the 
Buzite was of Buz, and in Feremrah the 25. 20. 23. 
Anz or Uz, and Buz and Tema, Saba, Median, 
Chailea, Minnat are adjacent, and from hence comes 
the Aufite Ptolom. Tabl. 4. Dronyfius the Greck 
Cofinographer was born at Teredon on the Perfian 
G ph, which was near Fol’s Country. The 
Yhmaelites were his Neighbours, the Wild Arabians, 
the Caldeans and Sabeans were allo near; but by reafon 
of the Viciffitudes of Kingdoms, Languages and Suc- 
ceifion of Ages, we are at a lofs, many Towns 
and places in Englandin Ancient-Hiftories and Chro- 
nicks cre named, but none can tell which were 
the places at this day, much more in places fo re- 
mote, in Languages fo unknown, in Nations fo 
Barbarovs. So it was not Uz, of the Race of Efau, 
that is mentioned. The Difcourfe he had with his 
Relations that came to vifit him, was about the ume 
of Mofes Birth. j , 
Querit. 6. Whaat % the reafon why a Chequer is 
laced at Ale-boufe Doors? 

Anfiv. This Queftion was fent us fome Montis 
fince, and we then thought at not convenient to 
anfwer it, becaufe it was of no more ufe to a Wife 
Man, than to know how Old Preftor Fohn’s Grand- 
morher tras; but becaufe fome Perfons are refolv'd 
to be fatisfied, tho atthe Expence of Abufes, we de- 
firethe Thoughtful to pardon our Digreflion, whillt 
we thus anfwer in our own Defence. The moft 
Ancient publick Houfes were Inns, which had parti- 
cular Licenfes from the Barons of the Exchequer, and 
paid firch a Tribute into the Kings Exchequer for 
fiuch Licenfes, and therefore were marked with a 
Chequer, as the only Sign then of publick Enter- 
tainment. Some have believed that Chefs was alk 
the Play ufed by our <Anceffors in fome publick 
Houfes, which therefore had a Che quer for Diftinétion 
fake, asa Bill/ard-Table, &c. are now: But the Antz- 
guity of Chequers (as being the firlt Signs, as alfo 
that for a great while after that Branch of the Revenue 
was Tributary to the Crown,no other Signs were ufed) 
fhows this lait Opinion to be Fal/e, unlefs they will 
have it, that no other Game was ufed by our Fore- 
Fathers but Chefs ; as alfo that all Houfes of publick 
Entertainment were Gaming-houfes. We could find 
in our Hearts to be merry for once, and tell the World, 
that we have read of a Monkey inthe King of Spains 
Court, who was very Skillful at Che/s-play, (Vide Bel- 
thazor Caftilion de Aulico) but that would be as 
Forreign to the Matter, as his Fancy was from Senfe, 
that would needstye a Raven and an Owl together, 
becaufe they weve Birds of a Feather. 

Quelt.7. Of what Antiquity % Dancing upon the 
Ropes, andwhat may be fuppofed to give the firft Rife 
to that Prattice ? 

Aifw. ?Tis too Ancient a Cuftom to determine 
its Original ; Terence mentions it as a Practice in his 
days; fee his Prologue to the Hecyra: Apd long be- 
fore him we read of it practied amongft the Ancient 
Grecians, notonly by Men but by Elephants them- 
felves. Scaliger in his Exercitations 232. p. 728. 
fpeaks of Elephants dancing on Ropes. Ari/totle {peaks 
of walking upon Ropes ; as Alfo Suetonius lib.7. cap.6. 
and A/ian in lib.de Animal tells us, That Elephants 
were taught to walk upon Ropes in his time; and *tis 
a fair Suppofition that Men were not lefs Active in that 
Age, nor unacquainted with a Practice they would 
teach to other Creatures. 

ueft. 8. Whether Dr. Chamberlain’s Prefent State 
of England be the moft pernicious vile Book that ever 
appeared in. the World 2 


Aniw. We + we have already given a fulBcjenr 


Anfwer to this 
Quefi.2. 

Gentlemen, I make bold to interrupt your more 
Serious Occupations with this pretty merry Story: 
I was thother day in a Company of Ladies, one of 
them a brisk. young Widon, told us of a§ he-friend 
bers, a very handfome and loveiy Creature, who heft, 
her being married to her now Husband, had Kas 
courted fix Years by a Gentleman as well ascompy/} a 
as any Man. This late Wooer of hers, {aid fhe % 
always with her at home, at Meals, at Walks, é 

: me . > at 
Church, lieth at her Houfe, fometimes whole Mon+), 
together; her Hisband feeth, and is privy to aif oh a 
yet finds no fault init. I was asked, wherher boine 
married with fuch aWife, I would approve of ix. a) , 
be pleafed at her carriage. Ianfwered, No. They fh 
fell foul on me, and calid me Fealous, adding, Thar ¢F 
be had a Husband of my Humour, fhe would ; at 
him a Cuckold. A Gentleman married to a » : 
handjome Woman, now beyond Sea, took pare w;,), 
the Widow, andfaid, That a Husband oughe to have 
a blind Complaifance for his Wife, and approve of 
any thing fhe doth.I beg your Ii ftrultions and Anfipey . 

Queft.9. Wroether I was inthe right or no, and 
your reafons for it ? 

Quett. 10. Waether the Widows Virtue is Realand « 
True, fince fhe feems ready to part with it upon a 
Caprice or Chimera? 

Queft.11. Wether the Gentleman did not give good 
ground to fujpett him to have been, or to be in the way 
to Lorn-Fair ? 

Anjw. To the firft Queftion, The Querift mighr 
poilibly be miftaken, fince the Friendfhip might be 
very Juit and Honourable, both to the Lady and her 
Husband; and ’tis a very fair Argument it was fo, 
fince her Husband has by this ttme had Opportunities’ 
enough to experience his Merit or Demerit. 

To the fecond we anfwer, That ’tis very probable 
that the Ladies Railery was Innocent, and what the 
faid was only for Arguments fake, and nothing farther 
really intended by it; but if fhe was in earnelt ‘which 
we can’t believe without knowing the contrary) fhe fer 
her Vertue at acheap Rate, by Bartering it away for 
Humour or Revenge. 

To thethird, The Gentleman’s extent of Charity in 
approving every Actionof a Wife, might be a great 
Prejudice to his Credit, ifhe purfu’d it ;. but ’tis very 
likely the Gentleman came in fora fhare of the Mirth, 
and out of pure Complaifance to the Lady, took her 
part in the Railery. 

Queit.12. Some Philofophers fay, That a Man 
weighs heavier before, Dinner than after; Pray the 
reafon of it ? 

Anji. There can beno reafon given for that which 
ts not, but we are experimentally affur’d the contrary 
is true, which is antwerenough. There are a great 
many Vulgar Frrors which Sir Thomas Brown hag not 
taken notice of, that pafs for Truth amongft fome 


ueftion in our att Mercury, Nuib.g 


very 


Perfons who are not willing to be at the Expence of 


a little Examination. 
Quett.13. J defire to know whether *:is poffible 
there fhould be any Day-light without the Sun? 
Anfiv. Light was created at firft, and had its Cir- 
cumrotation @f Day and Night three days before the 
Sun was made: See Gen. 1. 
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